
Carnegie completes review 
of science-government ties 
Washington. Participants in a five-year 
effort by the Carnegie Corporation to bring 
science and government closer together be- 
lie\‘e that they have improved that relation- 
ship somewhat and hold out the promise of 
even greater success. But critics say that the 
project failed to recognize the diversity of 
the US scientific community and that it is 
very difficult for any non-governmental 
soup to bring about significant and lasting 2 
change. 

Last week, the Carnegie Commission on 
Science, Technology and Government is- 
sued a summary report on the results of a 
S1;.7-million project begun in 1988. The 
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he nominated Gibbons on Christmas Eve, a 
month before taking office himself. 

There have been other successes, accord- 
ing to the commission’s executive director, 
Da\,id Robinson. The group’s proposal for 
a joint office between the National Science 
Foundation and the Department of Educa- 
tion has been partially met by the recent 
signing ofa formal “memorandum of under- 
standing” between the t\vo. Robinson also 
cited the work of the commission‘s judicial 
task force in recommending and helping to 
set up a scientific organization inside the 
Federal Judicial Center that will provide 
guidance forjudges on the question of intcr- 
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commission drew on the knonledgeofsome 
160 senior figures in science and public 
policy, including former US presidents 
Jlilllny Carter and Gerald Ford, and distrib- 
urcd 208.000 copies of 19 separate reports. 

William Golden, co-chair of the com- 
mission. says that the group’s work v.ill 
attrdct “more recognition in the tkventy-first 
century” than it does today. E\,en so, he 
says. the commission can claim credit for 
se\.eral short-term victories, including a 
larger role for the president’s science ad- 
yiscr and improved liaison between some 
go\‘emment departments and related federal 
qcricles. 

Critics say, however, that the commis- 
sion failed to obtain the views of those 
outside the academic and political establish- 
ment and that any progress has come about 
independently of its work. Golden, whose 
science policy roots go back to the presi- 
dency of Harry Truman, retorts: “Paternity 
is always hard to prove“. 

The commission’s first report, S&wce. 
~~hnolog?~ arId he President, was issued 
shonly before the election of President 
George Bush. It called for the appointment 
ofa science adviser at cabinet level and early 
enough in the new president’s term to help 
him fill other scientific posts, an expanded 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP) and access to expert outside advice. 
Buhh fulfilled all ~hosc requests cxccpt for 
Pl~omptness; that was met by Clinton when 
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preting scientific e\.idence in court 
(see page 48 I ). 

Gibbons, speaking last week a1 the 
unveiling of the commission’s final 
summary report. said he ~3s struck by 
how many of those invol\,cd 3re no\\’ 
- like himself - palt of the rle~. 
administration. The commission’s 
defence task force. which called for 
radical changes in military procure- 
ment practice. was led by Bill Per?. 
the new deputy secretary of defencc. 
“The difficulties of integmtjng si\-il 
and military technology arc even 

grcntsrthanen\.isaged”. Perry said 1;1st \\ccb. 
“but we \\.ill persc\,cre”. 

Respondinr! to criticism that the tom- 
mission had said next to nothing about 111~ 
role of uni\crsity scientists, Joshua 
Lcderberg. president emeritus of Ihe Rock- 
efeller Uni\,ersity in Sew I.ork 31111 co- 
chainnan of the commission. solid thnt an!’ 
such comments \vould ha\,e been dlsmisscd 
as special pleading. But more telling cl-iti- 
cisms may be the restricted nature of the 
body from \vhich it dre\<, ad\,ice and rhc lack 
of any formal mechanism lo follow through 
on its reports. 

“They should get credit for the infonnaI 
aspects ofwhat they did, and their sl3ff\vork 
\vas superb“, says Daryl Chubin, a senior 
associate with the congressional Office of 
Technology Assessment. “But the process 
was pretty closed. With any organization 
that consists almost entirely of white males 
o\‘er 50, you are talking about one particular 
view of the world, and that worries me.” 
Nearly half of the commission’s t 7 panels 
contained no women, forexample. and fe\ver 
than half a dozen minorities participated in 
the exercise. Commission officials say [hat 
they sought out the most talented people in 
each field, regardless of gender or race. 

As for follow-rhrough, Robinson \\‘ilt 
continue lo run a small office at lhe corpora- 
tion lo monitor implementalion of Ihc com- 
mission’s propos3ls over the next t\vo ycnrs. 
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